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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The amendment received on 05/19/2008 has been considered. It has been noted that 
claims 1-4,13,15,17,25,34-40, and 42 have been amended. New claims 50-55 have been added. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill 
in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Meekins et al 
(US 6,685,563). 

Re claims 1,4,10,15,17,25,41,42,50, and 51: Meekins et al teaches a gaming device 
interface comprising interface means for detecting and receiving, analyzing and translating an 
event signals (see col.5, lines 53-67; col.6, lines 1-12; and col.9, lines 4-12); lottery entry means 
(see col.ll, lines 1-7; col.l3, lines 1-3,13-16, and 28-35); outputting lottery outcomes (see 
col. 11, lines 44-51 and 64-67). Meekins does not explicitly disclose detection means and 
outputting lottery entry dispensing commands upon an occurrence of an event. However, since 
Meekins discloses constantly monitoring thee occurrence of an event for activating the lottery 
game (see col.l3, lines 21-27), Meekins obviously discloses the detection means for constantly 
monitoring the occurrence of an event since it is obvious that during constant monitoring every 
action in the event will be monitored. Further, since Meekins et al discloses providing a lottery 
ticket when the computer detects a game event (see col. 13, lines 28-31 and 34-35), and since 
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generating a command from a controller to an output device for the output device to perform a 
function according to the controller's command would have been known in the art. Therefore it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
generate a lottery ticket dispensing command from a controller to the ticket dispensing means of 
Meekins in order to allow the controller to control peripheral devices such as a ticket printer, etc. 

Re claims 2,3,5-9,11-14,52,54, and 55: Meekins et al teaches using software, hardware, 
and firmware for detecting occurrences of an event (see col.6, lines 47-63); outputting lottery 
tickets (see col.l3, line 35); tracking coin-in (see col.6, lines 1-11). 

Re claims 18-24,43-49: Meekins et al teaches detaching or integrating the lottery system 
to the gaming device (see col.ll, lines 8-16); transmitting data between game devices via LAN 
(see col.8, lines 21-31); enabling and disabling the gaming device (see col.ll, lines 17-22); a 
central lottery system (see col.l3, lines 13-17) and a central computer system (see col.8, lines 
29-31). 

Re claims 26-40 and 53: Meekins et al teaches outputting lottery outcomes (see col.ll, 
lines 44-51 and 64-67); the lottery event is generated or initiated for generation by the gaming 
device or lottery system (see col.ll, lines 8-51). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 05/19/2008 have been ftiUy considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant's claim for the benefit of the prior filed applications under 35 USC 119(e) or 
under 120,121, or 365© is accepted and entered to the record. It is noted that the late claim 
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priority under 35 USC 120 is accepted. However, the granting of the petition to accept the 
delayed benefit claim to the prior filed application under 37 CFR 1.78(a)(3) should not be 
construed as meaning that this application is entitled to the benefit of the prior filed applications. 
In order for this application to be entitled to the benefit of the prior filed applications, all other 
requirements under 35 USC 120 and 37 CFR 1.78 (a)(1) and (a)(2) must be met. Similarly, the 
fact that the corrected filing receipt accompanying this decision on petition includes the prior 
filed applications should not be construed as meaning that applicant is entitled to the claim for 
benefit of priority to the prior filed applications noted thereon. 

In response to Applicant's argument about parent Applications 09/639,441, 08/944,075, 
and 08/795,152 predating Meekins' filing date. Examiner agrees, but however points to 
Applicant as noted above that parent applications predating an application doesn't imply or 
construe that the application benefits fi-om the prior filed application. In hght of this. Examiner 
points to Applicant that claim 1 includes "lottery entry means" that is not disclosed in any of the 
parent nor grandparent applications. Therefore the earliest filing date for claims 1-14 is the filing 
date of application 60/196,827. Claims 15,25 includes "central lottery system... 
terminal/electronic device operative for gaming purposes" that is not disclosed in any of the 
parents nor grandparent applications. Therefore the earliest filing date for claims 15 and 17-49 is 
that of the present application. Claim 50 and 5 1 includes "lottery device that issues a verifiable 
entry to a lottery event" and "means for generating a verifiable entry to a lottery event" that is 
not disclosed in any of the parent nor grandparent applications. Therefore the earliest filing date 
for claims 50-55 is that of the filing date of application 60/196,827. Therefore it is noted that the 
earliest filing dates of Meekins is before the earliest filing dates applied to the claims of the 
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present application, and therefore applicable as a reference and prior art in considering 
patentability of claims 1-15 and 17-55. 

In response to the Applicant's argument that it is not obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art that output lottery entry commands upon occurrence of an event, the Examiner notes that 
to adequately traverse the rejection, the applicant must specifically state why the noticed fact is 
not considered to be common knowledge or well know in the art. See 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 1(b). 

In response to the Applicant's argument that lottery ticket is not lottery entry, the 
Examiner points out to Applicant that as rightly stated by Applicant, claim 2 depends on claim 1 
and from claim 1 (col. 13, lines 1-7), the video lottery terminal when activated provides a lottery 
drawing in which a player participates which comprises the lottery ticket generator. And 
Examiner interpreted this as comprising a ticket generator for printing out ticket for 
participation/entry, which is another embodiment from that pointed out by Applicant. Also it is 
well known in the art for tickets printed out to indicate the winnings by a player to be used as 
entry into games on gaming machines as a form of waging in a lottery game and other casino 
based games. Also lines 1-3 of col. 13 talks about means for placing a wager, which in a lottery 
game wager represents the entry means for the lottery game. 

In response to Applicant's argument that "lottery ticket" is not in the application filed 
March 2,2000, Examiner points Applicants to claim 2 of Meekins and adds that this application 
is used as the reference and its filing date is Mar 2, 2000. Examiner also notes that it is unclear 
exactly what the Applicant's argument is. 
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Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Adetokunbo O. Torimiro whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1345. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (Sam - 4pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Pezzuto can be reached on (571) 272-6996. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

/A. O. T./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3714 
/Robert E Pezzuto/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3714 



